ang WILLIAMS: 
F-A'S T8 ER MON 


TY * _Preact'd beſorg-the” | 
Hoils "of Gs i MM: o N' Ss 
On Widwfdarcht 12th bf December, 16954, 


, 


J2aacol init 


I I_—_ I OOO OIG—_ 


ovis th re Decemb. 1695. 
Gn $x The oo Tink of this 


or the S Cit ro by him go Tl Fl ego 


this Houſe Yalthtday: "ar St, Margarets 


food SO er 


Print the ſame. 


Cotton Yo acquaint himi therewith. 


Paut JopkeL. 
Cler. Dom. Com. 


-- — G-— - 


hm 


———__—————— 


—_——_— PR ——— 


— 


SE-RMO N 


Preached before the 
HONOURABLE 


Houſe of Commons, 


Solemn Day of Faſting and Humlliation, | 


For imploring the Bleſſing of Almighty God upon 


Wedneſday the 11th of December , 1695. 
| BEING A | 


Appointed by His Majesr Y, 


the Conſultations of this Preſent Parliament. 


By Joun WILL1AaMs, D.D.. Chaplain in Ordinary 


to HS MAJESTY. 


Printed for Rt. Chilwell, and Tho, Cockerill, Sen® and June : 


LONDO®O N: 


at the Roſe and Crown in St, Pauls Church-Yard ; and at the 
Torge Legs 1n the Poulrrey, MDCXCY. 


G—— 


A 
SERMO 
Preach'd before the 
Houſe of Commons, &c. 


On_— _ 


1 San. I, 30. 


&« Them that bononr me, I wot honour; 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſball be lightly 


eficemed. 


&4'H E Words of the Text are - 
2 general: Propolicien , 'bus 

#2 ..made- uſe; of 'as a 'reaſon to 
DR jultiſy the Severicy of- the 
2I\6 lb \Threatrning here denounced 
SSIS by a Prophec ; againſt che 
: \. Houſe. and Family. of Ei; 
whoſe Sons at that time executed- the Prieſts 
Office under him- at Shilbh 5, Of whomy, and 
their cale, it is Fequili te togive ſome account, 
A.3 as 
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"| Fat Sermon Preach n before 


Chap. 2. 


V. 17. 


" an Amariath, 


as an Exemplification of the Text, and what 
may ſerve alſo as a Comment on it. 

Eli, that was theg High Prieſt, wag a Defcen- 
dant of Ithamar the Younger Son of Jaron ; but 
how the Succeſſion came to be alter'd, which 
from Aaron's death” had probably continued for 
. Sevefi Generations in 4he,Line of Eleazgr, the 
Eldef Brother, the Scripture is filent. 

T here is nothing to be colle&ed from thence 
to Eli's diſadvantage and diſparagement, in the 
double charge _he @fhi.iated jn, whether as a 
. Judge, in which Station he was for Horry 
Years together, or 1sthe High Prieſt: 

There: isnota Syllable that charges big wich 
Intrufion any more into the Prieſthood, thag| into 
the Judicature. Ty 

There was in being at that time a Mrxin or 
one of the Family © ( bags, 


and the next-in Blood a 'pretence kr on 
a direct Siicceſſion” were inviolably "to od- 


ſerved; and yet it''is no where Tn to 
of ano- 


Eli that he invaded or was poſleſs'd 
ther's Right ; 'fior is it ſaid 2954 | 
hor the Morin ering of the Lord for'thatTealon, * as they 
did for another. 

No-!. There we find Zlkanzh and Hannah ( and 
withour doubt tide pious Perfons wete not 


alone) 


—— ———— Rnd 
the Houle .of Commar,' &c. 


alofie) repairing $0 the Tabernacle arthe appoinc- 
ed; Se4/ons, and applying :them(e! ves: ro him as 
God's Miniſter, and the Dire&or of the'Publick 
SErvice. . © i\ 

To' bun, and his Sons, were they wotit to 
bring 4#/:ci7 Offerings, as it isexpreſly (aid there, 
V. 3. When Elkanch went up out of bis city. yearly to 
wor ſhip , and to ſacrifice unto the Lord of- Hoſts in 
Shiloh 3, the 1120 ſons of Eli, Hdophni and Phineas, the 
priefls of the Lord, were there. 

Whence this Tranſ]ition of the Prieſthood), 
from the Elder to rhe Younger Houle, proceed- 
ed; or Wheri:it was,, ' whether-before, or whe- 
ther it begamin Els :(as ic is moſt probable) is 
not certain: dr.leems, whenever it was, to have 
been-by God's approbation, if not his immediate 
direftion 5 and: that, perhaps, for fome groſs 
negle&, or great Miſcarriages, or ſome incapa- 
city-0n the ther fide : /504 the neceficy of 
baving ſich 'a-Perſon in thatStation in thoſe pe- 
rilous and uncertain Times, as would by a wiſe 
and Ready Hand, and his prudent Condu&t, and 
above all,! by his Exemplary Piety and Vertue, 
maihtaih.the 'Honour and Dignity of the Pricſt- 
hood, and keep the People firm to their Religi- 
on, under all the inclinations, aad too often 
prevailing inclinations to {dolarry. 
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8 A*Faft-Sermon' Preachid bifort 
i This feerns' to bave been the ſtate of Aﬀeairs 
-at thattimey and the reaſon of Els introduttion 
into the Prieſthood. . | | 
| And becauſe of the difficult Service he was to 
enter, upon: God encouraged him (as he was 
wont to. do jn great undertakings) by a particu- 
lar promiſe of cſtabliſhing his Poſterity in that 
Sacred FunCtion ;' as the words immediatel 
preceding the Text do intimate; I ſaid indeed that 
thy bouſe, and the houſe of thy father ſhould walk before 
me for ever. © 
Eli, as to. his own pexſan, .and whilſt in a con- 
ditiong ſeems to have an{wer'd this Character, 
and to have acquitted himſelf worthy of the 
choice made- of him , in both capacities, as a 
 Prieſk,;. and a Judge ; for during thewholetime 
of -his- Adminiſtration, the, Times feen to have 
been quiet, and the Nation in an orderly condi- 
tion for about forty.years together / and accord- 
ingly it. is; pafs'd* over rin filencecin che Saoxed 
Annals. "7 
Chap. 4. | Bur Eli grew (aperannuated, being 98 years 
15 old, and bling, and uncapable of officiating in 
| perſon at the Altar; and ſo-ir-{ell tothis Song, 
two diſſolute Young Men, that being fromtinder 
their Father's Eye; and' poſleſs'd of ſo large a 
power, as from-him deyolyed: upon:them{elves, 
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all the ara ey noe With 
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” giving ſucceſs to all their lms by 
raiſing the'2.juſheſtoern, and making even their 


Eagan Kee Sith hay 3 and -by' a 
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Dk Oran, [0 


Houſknd other andw 
Perſons have the Wd brk, cxpeticnce of 
the faithful diſcharge of their Duty toward God 
ind Men. ' Yo theſe the words ( as they are 
before us) Ing 'belorig; Them that 
hontur me, I will linow+-3'-O grew; [ ſhall trear 
T of. all, as @ Pavpocit in general, and by 
it ſelf, © - + -- 

i'y, fiſhalbeeac'vf the Words by: theinſelves, 
Yhem that honotr they 1 will bonotir.” 

The Honour du& to Almighty God, is founded 
upon the ſam&reaſon as his Being ; and by che 
ſame Argittientsandways that we know him to 
be, by the ſame" he concluded to be of Infi-> 
nite Power and Wiſdom, and iridued with all 
thoſe!  PorfeQtions' which make him- to be God, 
are peculiarto him, and do'« ih him'from 
all Sher Beit « rr and for that reaſon we 
catt no miore be wanting in'the- Honour due £0 
ſuch4 ;/ thati we can ſuppoſe hintingr ve 
be, or notendued wich thoſe glorious Porſections 

that undlicnably belong-to his 'Nacure: 

And therefore if we did not underſtand the 
depravation of -htwmaaniNature, tiorhad any 'Ex- 
perienceof the ſtate and inclinations of Miakind, 
we might well ſuppoſe that we ſhould find the 


whole World a Temple, and All Mankiod/-in 
B 2 *Fadt, 
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pe th: ak; 629 2@:#h&y 9: wecBelieh mt 

For Who. cag, conſis der aorta Pover: 
and, Wikdom ſhwaing /t »th&:Vorks.of che! 
vilhletCMarinou) whiwurs prafapndeſt Reve- 


rence for their Great and Almighty Creazor.2 

' Who can Contemplate his Goodneſs and; his; 
Mexdy;.o-is Meccy. to rhe waskty,and'his Beoefi- 
cence to all; his readineſs :to-:Give - what - we 
Wane;..and to. Forgive when we have Offended ; 
but: mult expreſs; his; ſenſe of ic.bycar hurble.; 
Lave to-his. Gracious. BeneſaRary and, 41 hearty ) 
defire of being Cpaformable-co- - kid in the like 
Divine-T emper? ! 

'Who.can confider God's! ———— of the; 
World;: and; his-conftatc-Preſerygrion-of Man 
kind, and: an'; Order amongſt them- vader; all 
Vicyitudes and;Changes, - which like, anc. Earth-; 
Wake rtear, /up1044 113 were, : the. foundations: /of | 
; -but: muſt own his/and: che World's! 
Preſerver by his Prayers t0 him, and. a. Depend-); 

[ 8 30n bb ww It916t19i3 bak 
1965:4h&/Equicy and Perfection 
of che Divide Ta how ſuicableto the Nature, 
OA and-Condition of Maokingd, buc muſt - 
ig MY fr regdy and, Weadal 
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Who can reflec vpom the>Pretervacion of a 
Church (thee Conlervator of Divine Truth ) 
unde. all the oppoſition; it has-met with fromthe 
fury.of Bad! men; and the .malice:and. crafe of 
evil, Spirits, chat- vieh, one; :cagleht have: beer 
Confederatesagain{bit;- but mutt acknowledge 
the watchful Providence thar-preſides-over it, 
and which hasamade even the Blood of its Mar- 
tyrs,and che Suffexiogs ot irs Confellors,to:be the 
Seed of the Church ?- 

Laſtly, Who-is there that has made any obfer- 
vation of himſelf, and:look'dzigta. che Citoum» 
ſtances of his Life in thexaridus Scenesof! ir; of 
Youth and Manhood, of Prodfperity and Adver-: 
licy,. of Health and Sickneſs; of Serefoand Dil. 
2pp9inements,, of the, Miſtakes \and!ddikcardiages 
when he bas truſted to-his own Wiſdam!andCon- 
duct, and the wonderful turn of Aﬀairs:e@rbis 
advantage, whenhe « ofcen leaſt thougbrand-etþc- 
Reg,;. bur mult own.a Cauſe ſupeitour ro-himſels; 
and. bis obligations to this Almighty Power 2: 

. Theſe are Conſiderations: lie open.[to- every: 
man's eye; and, in xeaſon;' we. might» 4s {obn! 
find ſo many lofide)s and Atheifts 40 the World, 
as any Contemners of the Moſt High. '; | 

Surely there is no need of any; other Argue 
ments than the nature of the-thing 40 induce: us 
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A Faft-Sermon Preach'd before 


ro honour. our Creator ,>Prefervet and Benefa- 
@or; and fo'rhe Text miay feem ro be in'vain/ 
when *cis ſaid by way of: Argument, Them-that 
honour me, I will 'bonouy. | Whatineed is there of 
this Doftrine? What need of ariy Rewards pro? 


 - poſed and promiſed,” aty:moteits provoke, '<n« 


Verl-12 


courage and- oblige us to-honour God, than to 
love our felyes? Since the ſamereaſon that-will 
dire&'is co- the one , will alf6*Jire& us'to the 
other. 

Surely then there cannot be an inftance given 
of ſo-hateful a Creature as-the other part of 'the 
Text' ſuppoſes, * of one that drſpiſes God, no 
more than of one thatdenies him ; And if ſuch 
an one there were, it*may reaſonably be ſuppo- 
fed the whole World''woeld with one moyith 
condetan him, and caſt himy' out 'of their Com- 
munion. nghe. _- 

Burljc-was not in thar' Age alone char there 
wererſuch Hophni's and Phineas's , ſuch Sons "of 
Belial, that knew not the Lord; and ſuch among 
the People that abborred the Offering, and that de- 
ſpiſed the-DivineAnſticutions. 

[rt has been too! mach the Vice of moſt Ages ; 
and | wiſh I could ſay, that this in which we live, 
were among thoſe that are to be excepted : For 
then, 'wharover ticed there were of this Dorine 


in 


tbe\Houſe of Commons, e&<. 
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ina. degenerate Age and Nation, there would be 
no need of it jn ours. 

But though, bleſſed be God, we are not ar- 
riv'd co that prodigious Rate of lmpiety; and that 
the Offerings to Almighty God, and the publick 
Offices of our Religion, are not fo-prophaned, as 
among the 1/raelites at that time ; but are main- 
tained, generally ſpeaking, by the Guardians of 
the-Law;. and the Governars of the Church,, as 
well as by the Laws and Eſtabliſhed Order : Yet 
we may find too much of that Impiety inſinua- 
ting is lelf among us; and work enough for all 
concernedin the. government of Church and State 
to provide —_— And therefore that the Ar- 

zent of the Texts fit to be inſiſted upon. 

Byt I ſhall refer the treating of it in this way 
tothe Second Genera]... on 

In the mean time, as the words lie before us, 


we may collect from them, 


1. That Religion and. the Ciyil Intereſt are 
cloſely conneed ; The honouring of, God, and 
God's honouring thole that thus hanqur him. 

' 2+ That: Religion is in the firſt place to be ta- 
ken into conſideration :- Firſt honour God, and 


then God will honour, 
3. According as Religion is cacouraged, and 


God 
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God thereby honbtited? rivy*w6 fide condera- 
ing | the ſtate of Perſons oF Nitivas,” 271 Of 


- 
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r. Sepion and the Chil faceceſt are cly 
bong - Sipk 
I was firialy ſo 4Gog'th8 _ ae &62 
vernmerit was a Theocracy, the Conſtitution'of 
God s ſole Contrivance, and — ory cy woneegrt 
ment ; 'Þ char'th c6ufd flor admir of/any 
ration, or revocation, bur” by the ſame Di- 
Sn Authotity. 

; Agd theLaw of the Land beitty fide of God's 
own 'liltiturion; thete was 2 peculiar Providence 
2ad Blefin Rae was conneged to their Obedi- 
ence by a Divine Promiſe: And by t this they were 
erninentl y diſtinguiſhed from orfier Nirions/© 

But-chough, ic was thus with. then after an'e(< 
ecial manner, yet the whole W6rld always was, 
and ever will be under the governmerit of 
God's Providence ; ang the h_ eneral Rea- 
foris are there for it over the face br *he'Earch, 
Ic being in this caſe, 'as it is in Government'as 
mongſt Men, which however it varies; 'whecher 
a Monarchy, Ariſtocracy 6r' Derndcraty, haszhe 
ſameFfoundation, andtheſame Etnds ro! purſae ; 
Righes are the determining and ſectring/mens 

ights, the impartial adminiſtration of-- _, 
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wy, the preſervagion of, he, Bublick, Peace _— 
rder. 

And howſoever = Providence of God may 
vary.in its motions; naw cuxaing, in { (elf Fj WAY, 
andchen.agother;. yet tl FEOABIE 1oycable Rea 
ſons upon which,ic.4] ays.procee &, and and;that is 
Religion, and the Blefling of God.; our honpur: 


1069 him, and benoning of Ws. an, Fopupe: 
100. 9 Ls "1.200 
(9/90-08 won wil flagd 5 che Wa? +590 
whatever b become of Poans Perſons and Ga: 
- big As Nil bt pO 
chough... the. Jab ___ ;of;.. ONE. 
way to, another;  thaygh. Riyers Een Fir 
ER by Mouncains cheir 7 'Y bat 
Religion «© wal op the. Tureſt 5X 
infules a 'new. life. into. a Natian: or. -_ Fo 
when it ſeems to be-upon point - expiring 
that bags Dk Ap on_its ſide; 2 pn 


»>* oo & wu ES 2& 


Ones Rk oor. Mo2als "with the 5 
Vantage | of kaylg thei gads concexned/i in thei 
quarrel. | 

While Mortals engage with Morals on ly, 
there .is the Jike Force to defend, as to, allaulc ; 
and the. ſucceſs de epends upon the greater Num- 


bers, 
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| he/7ihe inbibd_©onrage of the 'Soldicry,; rhe 
Conduct of the Commander, or ſome fortunate 
Verne; And'the taft fommetimes ' has the ad- 


Neg ohi 'of Ng Gg is/ inftezd 'of 'Num: 


| e;\ ſo" that as" Solvs 
mon ine Nog); The battel:js no'more to the flrong, 
than. the race is. Iway oe Fi ; Eccleſ. 9.11, 
© "*7Bur now! | 


= Mvin ideace comes 
| robe conceined, ic vnogWIRG Nhrpibet or 
Courage, or the Cotidut, nay ot Accidehts, 
= the ;adve fide : Becatſe har all in it 
- and Becomes Ml whier rebvetds ns! 
And there} will be Where the oivhr of God 
as Religion is conceriied. This was it that 
Pavia with 3n yndatnted Refolucion ; 
comeſt tome with a ſword," and 'with'« ſpear, and 
with a ſhield; but 1 come th thee"in' the name of the 
Loyd of hoſts, whom thou haſt defied, 1 Sam. 17.45. 
' And eleate ho;more'ro xr pardted,' than 
- theS0dbl and the Body ;" fot if-we onde wirh Goliah 
od orto ſpeak in milder terms, negle& or de- 
e Religion, and have.no regard to the Ho- 
r of God-in out Confiitravions and Refolu- 
fond our Afﬀairs and Proceedings, we are 
the brink of deftruQion ; andrif weare preſery'd, 
and become ſutteſsful ; it is not for oor own 
fakes , but for the fake of others, or ſome 


further 


EE ___—— ——-k——C — 
the Houſe of Cammons, &<. 9 
further deſign the Providence of God has in re- 


ſerve for us. | WS: 
There is a vaſt difference' berween what is 


done by Divine Providence for our own ſakes; 
and what for the fake of others; or for. other 
Reaſons than-what appear, and: what: are un- 
known at preſent to us. If for our own ſakes, as 
it is, when grounded upon Religion, and the Ho- 
nour we pay to Almighty God, it will then con- 
tinue, and laſt as long/as the Realon laſts upan 
which it ſtands. Bur if it be for ather Reafons 
that we ſucceed in. a Deſign , and nat for our 
own ſakes ; then when-the Reaſons ceale;;- ur 
aſfiftance that we had from the Divine Pfovi- 
dence ceaſes with it. Thus ic was with the -- 
haughty Aſſyrian, ; who proſper'd-in his Iavalion 
of Judea, not as he himſelf chought, by the wil- 
dom of his own Counſel, and the mere force-of 
his Arms ; but as he was the rod of God's Anger, and 
ſent by his ſpecial Commiſſion againſt that hypocri- 
tical Nation. But that Service ended, there 'was 

a ſtop put to his Victory, and he ſoon fell under 
the like Calamity ;- As it follows, When the Lord 
hath performed his whole work on Mount: Zion; I will 
puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of | Aſſy» 
ria; and the olory of bis high looks, Ia, 10. 5, &c. 
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ſyrian is'conquer'd:by the Babylonian, the Babylos 
nian by the Pexſim , the:Porfiatby! the Grecian); 
andthe Grecian after alittle 'time dies, 'as it were, 
upon the ſpot; and the Power,”which when in- 
tire, was'confiderable, brokeandcrambled inco 
numerous Kingdoms., and came to-nothing. 
And thus it has been thronghout the World. 
from-the-time of the mighty bunter Nimrod, to the 
= | Age 3 Whew it has been''y mere»humane 
orld, * fubliſting, -as/it were, by ic ſelf, and 


> managed by the' Policy, and: too often by the 


Paſlions and Vices of Mapkind ;. by their Ambi- 
tiowvand their Pride,-their Revenge and Cruelty, 
the great Incentives and Boutefeus of the World. 
And thus there will be a circulation of rift = 
falling , of -/punifhing' and - being | puniſhed ; 
and like Billirerof ioOdan, of ſoallowitg up, 
and being ſwallowed up, till the World's end ; 
whilſt ih-this condition, whilſt ated and mana- 
ged by:theIntereſts of Men, without reſpe had 
ro. higher Cauſe, (and Principle; viz. Religion, 


and the” Providence of God. But now if we 
conſider the World as a compound State, when 
"ol Sf 41 MP I % 6 IM there 
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the Houle of Commons; &c. 21: 
there 15-as: certain, connexion between; Religion 
and the,State, as between the Soul and the Body; 
then there is another account: ta” be; given. of 
things, and a better State to be expeted-] The 
World-is then as;the Jewiſh State: was, :akind.of 
Theocracy, God isthe Governor, and: Religion, 
as-it were, the Soul of it: And then it is that 
God becomes their Patron, and his m——_ 
their ſecuricy, 

Indeed without the "$282 of God, we 
are neither ſecure of what we have, nor can be 
ſure of ſucceſs in what. we pretend to. It is there 
only that we areſafe,. by hac only 'we cats hope 
toſucceed- And therefore as there cannot be a 
more comfortleſs proſpect in view, (than to-take 
a. cauſe in hand; where: we: cannot: promiſe. to 
our ſelves that aſſiſtance; ſo'there- cannat be a 
greater or- more dangerous error committed-in 
the condut of Afﬀairs, than to leaye that out of 
our conſideration, and to ſeparate. thoſe two-In» © 
tereſts of Religion and Civil Afairs, which God 
hath ſoadvantageouſly, as to. the Goot of Man- 
kind, joyned together. 

'2. As theſe Two are;thus to: be calenatied, 
ſo Religion isto haye. the preference: Fhein that 
bonour. me, 1 will honour. 


Second 


— 
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Second: Cauſes have this advantage of the 
firſt, char they are viſible, and 1o ſooner affect 
us than the Supreme, who is inviſible; : and 
therefore Mankind have been inclined to dire& 
their expeRations and endeavours another way. 
And as the Heathens, for want of looking further, 
made the moſt conſpicuous, and ſometimes the 
meaneſt Creatures, becauſe preſent, the Obj 
of their Adoration ; ſo when ſecond Cauſes tare 
us in the face,” and we lee how one moves ano- 
ther, and from what immediate teaſons the ſuc- 
ceſs of affairs doth ariſe; we are apt to begin 
with them, there co ſtay our hand and lodge our 
thoughts, and depend upon their concourſe and 
influence as if they all moved of and from them- 


.. ſelves, and there-were no Superior Power, no 


Inviſible Agenc, that they had a relation to, and 
dependance upon. Thus it was with them , 
Iſa. 22. 8. &c. They looked to the armour of the 
houſe of the foreft, -made up the breaches, gathered to- 


gether the waters of the lower pool, made a ditch for 


the old pool ; but, ſaith God, ye have not locked to 
the maker thereof. 

Burt this is an unpardonable overſight, to be- 
gin thus atthe wrong end ; as if becauſe an Ar- 
tificer uſes a Pencil and Colours in the various 
Figures which he draws, and ſets off by his Skill 


co 
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es the greateſt advantage 3/ that a Perſon ſhould 
irnpure all tothe Inſtruments the Artiſt uſes and 
applaud their Skill, and apply himſelf rothem 


asthe Operator, and paſs by the Painter:;- upon 


whoſe Judgment they wholly depend” in- their 
Uſe and Operation. "Ren, 7 
Much ſo do they that apply themſelves to the 
next 'Cauſes, and to the Means |{-how proper 
and ſufficicat ſoever they are in theirown'nature 
to anſwer the deſign) to the negle& of Him 
who is the Supreme Cauſe, and that gives Laws 
and Attivity to all Inferior Agetits, 'and dire@s, 
and : over-rules, and determines ther as he 
_ An imprudence that no Perſon would 
guilty of in any caſe befhdes, - Itisnor to be 


denied but all theſe inferior Pdwers, theſe ſecond. , -- 


Cauſes, theſe Inftruments and Means, may be 
and are very proper, convenient, and-neceffary 
intheir place and order ; but tobegin with them 
without asking leave, and begging-the Bleſſing 
of God in the uſe of them; is of Inferior co 
make them Supreme, of Inſtruments and Means, 
tomake them the Efficient ; and what cherefore 
they may with the like Devotion, as the Romans 
applied themſelves to Fortune, make the Qbjets 
of their Prayer. | 

Prayer is formeyrhere due, for we receive what 


we 


t.; 
F 
* 
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we:cannot of our. ſelves procure ;/-we live. as 
well as we begin-to-be, by the like Power ;1and 
f .we,cater-upon our- affairs under the influence 


.cqnly-of.-ows. ewn-wildora and power, we may 


-a5.welk pray- to out. ſelves; -as depend. npon our 
ſelves; ſince where our dependance'is ,: there 
are. our--deyotions due.- 'But ' how : ridiculous 
FRulg he..appear,; that\ ſhould thus adore him- 
ſelf, and prayitoj him{elf2 A folly greater than 
that of Caligula; who when he required others 
to, own: him. .for-a god, could not- in the mean 
time: think} himſelf; co, be ſo, -, And yer thisis.a 
folly he: muſt be-guilty of - chat-doth-not, in the 
firſt place own a God and a Providence, inthe 
Fvidance.and conduct of human Afﬀairs ; ,and 
;darkly - purſues them . under the covert of a 
bling Chance;,or,of a Wiſdom of his own, yery 
often as blind as that. | 

Ws, are taught. a wiſer, courſe, and. what 
will, always: hold . and continue;; to. be. fo, 
Prov. 3.5, & Truſt in the Lord with: all thine beart-; 
and lean not unto. thine own underſtanding, ' In 
all _thy . ways., acknowledge him , and-be' ſhall  dire&t 
thy paths. /, Qr as it-is here ' Them that -honaur me, 
T1 willbonour. T: 
3. According to the honour we giye.toGad, 
and the regard ſhewn. to-Religion;' we may ex- 


pect 


_ the. Houſe of Commons, ec. 


pe&t.to be honoured by him ; ſuch we may ex- 
pet.the Event will be. _.. 

, 'c is an ealy, cing to. conceive that; ſuch the 
Event will be, forxaſmuch asg$od: Governs the 
World ; 'and when we lay things in their proper 
order, -there; is no. teaſon: to think but thatpro- 
ſperity ,, honour, and ſucceſs., ſhould attend 
thoſe that honour God; as heat and light do the 
Sun... And we may as well queſtion, whether 


ic will be day when the Sun riſes; and whether. 


it will be Summer wich: us when. the-Sun is in 
Cancer ; as whether God, wha is infinitely Good, 


and has the Sovereign diſpoſal of all things,. will 
for = 


not:ſo Govern and Order, as ſhale lnte- 
reſt, Good, and Happineſs,of ſuch as honour him. 
- i, And:yer if, we draw near, agd view the calc 
xs jrjsaftenin Fact, we ſhall findie far differen 
from. what it-is in Speculation. . RIP 
; If indeed; this were conſtantly fo, that thoſe 
that. honour, God . were always honoured by 
him. wich. ſuch, peculiar mazrks.. of favour, as 


as 2 charaQter , by. which the Good, mighe be 
known from che, Bad. . Bur. fiace nothing ing. is 
more eyident from.common. experience, than 


that '«ll chngs, generally. ſpeaking, came. alike to 
all; che thoſe chat 9 op, hoon God,' may. 


- 


fare 


— 


a CV them from others, it would ſerve. 
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fare alike with ſuch as do ; and*thoſe that do 


' honour him, fare no betrer tha thoſe that doi 


not ; and ſo the force” of the Argornent 1 in-the 
Text will be loſtS 

"Bur ſetting aſide, for the preſent, what may 
be "aid jn F terive of- the 'method of Divine' 
Provigence "in ſuch a ſeeniing promiſcuous di- 
ſpenſation” of things (as the Wiſeman ſpeaks of) 
and*rhe reconcileableneſs of the propoſitiqn'in . 
the Text toi, as to particular perſons; we are 
ro' remember what has been already faid, that it 
is more eſpecially to be applied to ſuch Perſons 
that” are. of ' emifiept CharaCter in reſpe&@ of 
Qualicy,. or Office. 'or for the advantages they 
have-and boy _ to 'the honour of God, and 


prom ting of Such as' theſe God * 
Rear the” World, ' and by 


46th Honont In''t 
per AS extra - as thibir ftacions 


n&improvernents, doth of, . and for the moſt 
rife crown with” fuccefs,” or 2 Blefing greater 
chan that; $6-rhat” even their! difipgmrments 
ſhill he to their advantage, their danger rotheir 
ſecurity, and their e— Ih if- nor co their after-ad- 
VinkMip (as wat'the caſt of Job and Joſeph) 
ſhall be, however, their repatarion and honour, 

'Suth as! 'theſethar do good for goodneſs ſake, 
akd: that'lay'our thetnſelves for the'honour Ly 
'G 
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God, the lervice of Religion, and therein for 
the publick Good, are Benefactorsro Mankigd.; 
and had they lived among the Heathen, -who 
had no better, they ſhould have been taken 
into the Kalendar of their Gods : And ſurely 
ſuch as theſe will, God more;jeſpecially regasd. 

Burif weraiſe che argument higher, ahd-ap- 
ply it 17 Nations and Communities, it improves 
in our hands, and we have. a noble loaſtance,of 
this Truth. It muſk be granted, that God that 
has a regard to- the Flavors: of the Field, the 
Fowls -of the Air, and the Beaſts of che Earth, 
is as much .more conremed i in the Gogd, Preſer- 


yation, and Happineſs of . Maakind ; ;as thele 


in. their Nature exceed the other ; bur yebbe- 
cauſe we ſee not into all the, Events and Circum-. 
ſtances relating .to/ men in his World, .and.chat 
there is a reſerve for them in another ; . we canner 
ſo ſertle what relates to them, but that” we are 

forced to luſj plgrnd, andmuſt acknowledge there 
are great difhculries, and-char muſt remain ſo. 
be, till che whole comes to. be diſcloſed.” But 
now as to Men combined together in Societies, 
the caſe is nor. ſp perplexed ; for there yoo, 
generally ſpeaking ,. abſerve;,' and;perhaps ; if 
a careful Hiſtory of Adts and Events were pre- 


(erved, it would 2Ppeary & {24 God doth, honour 
' thoſe 


-—"1 
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thoſe Nations which honour him ; and that there 


is-no People among. whom, as well by theit 
Praftice as Laws,- Virtue and-Religion- have 
been, and are encouraged, but: has a ſnirabje 
Blefling artending it, and the Divine Providence 
eminently appearing” in *their'' behalf: * Even 
among the  Heathens this *was both” acknow- 
ledged'and experimented. And if we will but 
take the-pains to corifider the periodical Revoln- 


1 rions- among the Jews; we ſhould find all along 


through.the courſe” of that Hiſtory, that it is a 
continued Series and Narrative of the Divine 
Providence, proceeding by this Rale:; ' So'thatÞ 


| am confident there cannot be one Inftatice given 


ro the contrary, that ever they were*delivered 
up to their Enernies, or had any gfeat Misfortune 
belle har was brought uporithem rom 
—_—_ oin g Apoſtacy, andhigh Provocation.' 
if there be any thing wanting by hw the 


Mon of this-part ( of God's honounn 


that honour him (a5 ſurely there is not) yet there 
are Inſtarices upon Inſtances on the other part,thar 
thoſe that deſpiſe Religion, ſhal be lightly efteemed.” 

. There woſderie Vices thatih their owri nature 
and "apparent"'conſequences- root up Families , 
make Nations ' effemiinate-, and ſpirited, 
2nd render them an ealy Prey to the bold Inva- 


der: 
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der: As was evident in the declining Times of 
the Roman Empire, declining in Vercue as well 
as Power, and declining in Power, becaute they 
declined in Vertue. 

Burt there are other Sins that have as bearing 
an influence in the Judgments that betal a Nati- 


on, and eſpecially a' Nation in Covenant with , 


Gad, as a Church, that deprives them of their beſt 
Defence,the'protection of God, and expoles them 
ro the worſt"of dangers ; and theſe -Sins are a 
profane contempt or neglect of things Sacred. 
Of which we need ſeek no further for an Evi 
dence than the times we are upon, viz. of the 


Judges; inſomuch, thatduring the 450 years of 44. 13. 


that Adminiſtration, there were 111 of thofe ?© 


years, years of Oppreſſion ; the reaſon of which 
is all along aſcribed to their Apoſtacy from the 


True Religion; and that therefore God: ſtrength- Jadg, z. 
» Yo 
4.1. 6. 1.. 


ted their Adverlaries, and deliverd and fold them 
into their hands. | . 

And if we deſcend lower, and conſider the 
Example fer before us in this Chapter, we have 
one Inſtance beyqnd all exception, in the Fami- 
ly of El;; whoſe Sons Hophni and Phineas were 
both (lain in one day, the Ark taken, and there- 


upon Shiloh, which had been the place of ics Reſt- Pſal. 78. 


10. 6. 


dence for 340 yeats, (if not more ) left deſolate. ©* 
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Pal. 78, 
60, 


De Bell. 
'. BÞ-GI2, 


A Caſe lo remarkable, that in as degenerate 
an Age, when they placed as much confidence in 
the Temple,as theſe did jn theArk,they areſent to 
this Monument of God's juſt Indignation for their 
confutation. Jer. 7. 4, 12. Goye now unto my place 
which was in Shiloh, where I ſet my name at the firſt, and 


ſee what I did tojt for the wickedneſs of my people 1ſrael. 


And this we find to be the uſual method of Di- 


vine Providence throughout the Book of God : 


That whilſt Religion was maintained, and 
the Hands of Moſes held up, the Jews prevailed 
againſt the Amalekites,, and proſper'd whitherſo- 
ever'they went-:; Bur if they fell, and Religion 
declined, that Contempt gave force and ſucceſs tb 
the Stratagems and Combinations of their Ene- 
mies.. Theg God will forſake bis own Tabernacle, 
and deliver up his ſtrength into che hands of their 
Enemies, that he may make them ſenſible,that his 
Juſtice and his. Word. are greater than the Ark; 
which was to be worſhipped for his ſake ; as Joſe» 
phus expreſleth ir. | | 

So that in fine,if we would make a juſt calcula: 
tion of whats like to be the farg of a People,whe- 
ther to the better or the wotle, to the fuccels 
or diſappointment, the ſafety or ruin of a Nation, 
we need not have recourle to the Stars, and the 
vain Pretences of a Deluſtve Art: But we may 


80 
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no farther than to the ſtate of it as to Religion 
and Vertne on the one hand; or Vice and Impie- 
ty on the other; and then withour the Spirit of 
Prophecy we may come to a point, and fore- 
tel how it ſhall'be with them in the latter end. 

And this is a Subje&t fie for the ſerions Conlide- 
ration of a People, and eſpecially ar ſuch a time 
as this, when we are aſfembled rogether before 
Almighty God, . to implore his Blefling npon the 
Publick Counſels and Proceedings , upon which 
the good of this Nation , and the Fate of the 
Weſtern part of Exrope more eſpecially, doth de- 
pend: . And this will lead us to the Second Ge- 
neral, which is [On 

It. To conſider the Propoficion in the Text, 
with relation to the Context ; and to the matter 
of Fa 'ic is ſubjoyned to. | 

We have a remarkable Inſtance of this before 
us in Eli, who was (as aforeſaid) as well a 
Judge as a- Prieſt, and eſtabliſhed in both” ca- 
pacities ; that by this conjunction of two of the 
higheſt Offices in himſelf, he might be'in a capa- 
ciry of recovering the priſtine honour of Religion 
and the Nation z which for a long 'time' had 
been in a very declining ſtate, and by the un- 
rimely Fall of Sampſon, Eli's immediate Prede- 
ceſſor (as way be conceived) little lefs.tharr 
deſperate, in human appearance. Be- 
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Eli being thus inveſted with. the Supreme 
Power and Authority, had an opportunity for do- 
ing the greateſt Good, for Reforming matters in 
- Church and State, and ſetling them upon a ſure 
and laſting Foundation. In which, how happily 
ſoeyer Mkccnded fora time, and ſo asto have 
che former part of the Text verified in him, 
Them that honour me, 1 will bonour ; yet afterwards 
there followed ſo great diſorders,through the evil 
Pra&tices of his Sons, and his Indulgence to them, 
that drew upon him as ſevere a Train of Judg- 
ments, according to the threatning of the Pro- 
phet Elkanab (as the Jews ſay) asever a Perſon 

or a Family felt and ſuffer'd; to the confirmin 
the latter part of the Text in the higheſt ſenſe of 
it, Thoſe that deſpiſe me , ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 
that is (according to the uſual Meiofis ip Scripture, 
and as we are taught by the Event ) ſhall be 

moſt (everely puniſhed. 

Rom. _ Now theſe things were our enſamples, and are 
13.+ written for our admonition : For the Hiſtory of 


1 Cor. 1 4 k 4, 
10,6, Scripture is a practical Comment upon Divine 
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And ro ſuchas theſe:is-our Text more eſpeci- 
ally'ro be applicd ; ro ſach a People, and ſuch 
Pesfons, 'whoms God: by his: frgnal Providence 
hath been-propitious to above che common ſort 
and caſe of Mankind. Yb 

Eli; had much+ro anſwer for, becauſe more 
might juſtly be'®xpeted from him by reaſon of 
che 'Advantages he was fuperior to many others 
in : Thar Eli, whom God had thus choſen to his 

' Service, andthad thus-dignified beyond any other 
of his Sncceſſors 5, as was alfo the Natiogahe was 
of, beyond any People in the World. 
And to what doth all this ſerve, bur to teach: 
Perfons-of 'Eminencefortheir Quality or:Office, 
for 'theic 'Imereft;;} Power and Authority, what. 
uſe-ey ſhould make of it ? That ſo they whom 
4 honoured:in advancing them to. ſuch a 
degree vf Superiority; may not as the degenerate 
us 'of Eli, Nall lenfelves vile er vþ-.lmeme 
ble : That when God has made them to be Stars 
inche'Firmament of Heaven, to give light, and 
ſhed their benevolent influenceupon' the Earth, 
they fhould in the iflue prove no other than Me- 
teors, ſhewn to the World for atime,. bur all o'th* 
ſadden expire withourany benefit ro Mankind. 

- Cin'weithiak that no more is expected from 
us, whom God hath endued with the tight of Rea- 
0, ("= fon, - 
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Ris: "ad Grred orSe Serie in the JAR andCon- 
dicion we ate, than from the Horſe and the Mulc 
thar-have rio underſtanding; and that we bayean- 
ſwer'dtheend of our Beings, if we {pendour days 
in a torpid and unprofitable ſleth,or in ſuch things 
as the Bruits can doas well:as we ? 

. And can ſuch Perfons whom God hath bleſſed 
wich Gifts and Talents above others;' or raigd by 
his Providence toa ſtate of Eminence, think that 
there is no more required of-rhem, in their pub- 
lick, Stazion, than if they drowzed'away their 
time inome obſcure Corner , alike unknown, 
and unprofitable to the World : 

No ſurely 3 but-as: we: ought. ofteh to refle& 


upon: outi ves, and toyconfider'bow we'that 


are reaſonable Creatures, and whom G th 
made veſſels to honour, 'may erwploy. our Talents 
ta the Glary' of. our Creator; ſuyable! to rhe 
dignity+ of..our Narure; :an ro high aridnobler 
purpoſes than thoſe Creatures that are made 
ff to: diſhonour': ; So ought thoſe, who our 

the common mals of Mankind are. exalted 
above others, to anſwer the dignity of their Sta- 
tion, and to conſult how "4 ey may demean 
themſelves worthy of that honour their Creator 
hath thought fic to place ſuch a diſtinguiſhing 
Charatter upon. 


PN A ; Our 


A ". 48 w * J*4 Bi. Kit "hs Fg 


» L oo. of # +4 id 
RAR Fl IO: | 9 Th 0's hy Wd 
. ut ; teC þ, wits "+ IT 
, w7? —_— T1; * + 7 " 437 ' 
- : , + } 67 " 
: 4+ . - X 4 


* is. —_— COnry _— ', WY 


he” Houſe rm; "EF d 


”"Þ 4 


- !Ohs- -SaviourTaich, dow: #homſeever | much is 
given,' of-- bini ſhall. be mich required; . and to whom 
men _ have; commit ted: ; much, ps hum they will ask the 
more ; Luke 12.48» :-And eſpecially may this be 
expected from thole that are the Repreſentativ es 
of a, People, and that are:concerned. in making 
thole; Laws forthe, prometing:of Religion and the 
honour of Godg-by-which they themſelves, as 
well as the Community, are” to be - Goyerned; 
How doth, jt; become; ſuch:to eſtabliſh the Au- 
thoricy of tholeSantions'/by their Example, and 
not -20 take that. uadye Liberty to; hemelves, 
which they, -ia the, has: they make, deny-to 
others? : ;::2d 2 ne wor bnA ; nog) 

How Jothie become dem to be thi ſupport of 
Religion, to ſtand up'in the; defence 9k it, to re- 
vive. its drooping. Spirits, /and:t9; make that by 
their Auchorigy as $acred|as oe; Hdly Mouns; un- 
dexthe Law, r whicls ap'nian ſhould Haje to break 
in upon and violage !' 1. -5.47) 44! 

Here is a Caule not only werdhy « their Ap; 
pearapeeiand cheis, Z&al;i bur whor allo 53 as whig 
time: Neceſſary, when-thevery-Foundation ;of 
Religion is Attempted4 and Wy which all the 
World has ſo miigh, wanted,;and deſired. where 3t 
was'not, I mean\ Revelation, 45 dels and 
that which we all. yemure our Salvation upon; 
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